SUCCESSION				:	NUMBER: 547,973-B

OF						:  	FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT

ERVIN BYRD				:	CADDO PARISH, LOUISIANA

	REASONS FOR JUDGMENT ON
	INTERVENORS’ MOTION FOR SUMMARY JUDGMENT
	
The Court has thoroughly considered the Intervenors’ Motion for Summary Judgment, filed April 1, 2013, its exhibits and memoranda, the opposition filed by the duly appointed Administrator of the Succession of Ervin Byrd, Olivia Davis, filed May 29, 2013, its exhibits and memoranda and the oral arguments of counsel held June 10, 2013.
The Court deems some of the affidavits presented by each side to contain both speculative opinions and, in some respects, hearsay.  The Court places great weight on the certified Death Certificate (Exhibit “A” of Intervenors’ motion) the Affidavit of Possession (recorded August 19, 1982 in the public records of Caddo Parish, Louisiana) which is referenced as Exhibit “E” of the Intervenors’ motion, and the Judgment of Possession reflected in Exhibit “F”.
Of the above items of the summary judgment record, the Court deems the certified Death Certificate to carry significant weight.  La. R.S. 40:42 provides that original certificates in the Division of Vital Records of the State Registrar of Vital Statistics shall be admissible as prima facie evidence of their contents.  LCE Art. 803(9) deems records of vital statistics as “records or data compilations in any birth, filiation, adoption or death”.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Intervenors’ Exhibits A, E and F are compelling such that the court concludes that there are no genuine issues of material fact and judgment as a matter of law in Intervenors’ favor is warranted.  Accordingly, the Motion is granted.
Counsel shall submit a final Judgment in accordance with this ruling and in accordance with La. Dist. Ct. R. 9.5.
Signed this 2nd day of July, 2013, in Shreveport, Caddo Parish, Louisiana.

  ____________________________
         SCOTT J. CRICHTON
            DISTRICT JUDGE
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