IN RE: THE MEDICAL 			:	NUMBER: 566,738-B
REVIEW PANEL

OF						:  	FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT

SANDRA TURNER VANKREGTEN	:	CADDO PARISH, LOUISIANA

	JUDGMENT ON PLAINTIFFS’ MOTION TO COMPEL COMPLIANCE
	WITH THE MEDICAL MALPRACTICE ACT
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Court has carefully reviewed the Motion to Compel Compliance with the Medical Malpractice Act, filed May 7, 2013, its exhibits and memorandum, the opposition, filed April 12, 2013, the record, oral arguments of counsel held April 15, 2013 and applicable law, including La. R.S. 40:1299.47C(3)(f), 40:1299.47C(3)(j), and the rationale of White v. The Board of Administrators of the Tulane Educational Fund, et al, 655 So.2d 803 (La. App. 4th Cir. 1995). It is the view of this Court that the Medical Malpractice Act contemplates that only medical doctors serve on a medical review panel.  Plaintiff’s counsel has been unable to cite any case that provides authority for the nomination of Ms. Shelton as a panel member.  Notwithstanding the fact that Ms. Shelton may very well be a highly credentialed nurse, the law does not authorize her appointment to a medical review panel. For these reasons, the defense motion is granted.  Accordingly:
IT IS ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that the Motion to Compel Compliance with the Medical Malpractice Act is granted.
Signed this 17th day of April, 2013 in Shreveport, Caddo Parish, Louisiana.

	____________________________
             SCOTT J. CRICHTON
               DISTRICT JUDGE
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