DAVID MELDER, ET AL			:  NUMBER:  552,338, “B”

VERSUS					:  FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT

CHRISTUS HEALTH
NORTHERN LOUISIANA
d/b/a CHRISTUS SCHUMPERT
HEALTH SYSTEM, ET AL			:  CADDO PARISH, LOUISIANA

JUDGMENT ON MOTION TO BIFURCATE

	The Court has thoroughly considered the Motion to Bifurcate, filed March 20, 2013 by the Louisiana Patient’s Compensation Fund Oversight Board (PCF), the opposition filed April 3, 2013 by Christus Schumpert Health Systems, oral arguments of counsel on April 8, 2013 and applicable law.  While the motion is styled “bifurcate” the Court deems the request to fall under La. Code of Civil Procedure Article 465 and notes that there is no written position of record as to whether plaintiff counsel favors or disfavors the PCF request.  Considering the entire record of proceedings in this complicated case, La. Code of Civil Procedure Article 465, the uniqueness of the issue as demonstrated by counsel for PCF and noting the inherent discretion of a judge to properly, conservatively and efficiently regulate trial proceedings, the Court believes that PCF’s request has merit and is therefore granted.  Accordingly:
	IT IS ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that the Motion to Bifurcate filed by the Louisiana Patient’s Compensation Fund Oversight Board (PCF), which the Court treats as a La. Code of Civil Procedure Article 465 motion for separate trial is granted.
	Signed this ____ day of _____________, 2013 in Shreveport, Caddo Parish, Louisiana.
[bookmark: _GoBack]							______________________________ 
							        SCOTT J. CRICHTON
								 DISTRICT JUDGE
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